
A D V E R T I S E M E N T

PUMPED HYDRO SCHEMES
“…ABOUT 50 WOULD NEED TO BE BUILT TO PROVIDE 

ENOUGH STORAGE FOR THE SYSTEM TO RUN TOTALLY ON THE 
RENEWABLE SOURCES…”

“Australia on the Brink: Avoiding Environmental Ruin” by Ian Lowe

Mr Bowen, where will the 50 pumped hydro plants and 100 dams 
be located to allow the intermittent wind and solar farms to give 
reliable electricity?  

•	 How much will it cost?  Snowy 2.0 utilises existing dams and is  
already estimated to cost over $12 billion!  

•	 How will people be able to afford the power?

•	 Which 50 rivers and valleys will be dammed with major  
environmental impact?

•	 How many families will be displaced by the dam waters? 

•	 What happens when we have droughts like Tasmania, where  
the pumped storage ran low and fossil-fuelled diesel generators  
urgently had to be shipped to the state to avoid blackouts? 

•	 Won’t we have the same problems on the lower  
rainfall mainland with 50 pumped hydro plants?

Mr Bowen, why not consider nuclear? It will provide 
power 24/7 and we won’t need to dam as many rivers 
and destroy our beautiful natural environment.
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